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LEVELLING THE
PLAYING FIELD
[ARE YOU PLAYING TO THE
NEW RULES?]

On 1 January this year, the
independent statutory agency Safe
Work Australia’s new Model Work
Health and Safety Regulations came in
to effect with each state and territory
government agreeing to implement the
first stage of Model Codes of Practice
so that work health and safety laws,
including Regulations and Codes of
Practice, across all States are uniform
and harmonised.

A

survey conducted for the Consultation
Regulatory Impact Statement identified the
changes required within each state to
enable compliance with the new
regulations. The table shows key areas
where “considerable change” is
anticipated in the area of Hazardous Work and Plant
and Structures:
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Hierarchy of Control
Under the new harmonisation laws, the limit of 2m
was replaced with a legal requirement to “minimise
the likelihood of a fall from any height”. As a result,
ladders and platforms lower than 2m that may
have been excluded in the past will come under
close scrutiny.
Wherever it is reasonably practicable to do so,
controls at the top of the hierarchy must be
implemented before consideration is given to
implementing lower order controls. The control
selected needs to be appropriate for the
particular task.
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Control Levels are described as the following:
Control level One Eliminating the need to work at
height is the most effective way of protecting the
safety of workers. Consider how work can be done
at ground level.
Control Level Two Roof safety mesh, guard railing,
perimeter screens and temporary work platforms
provide a safe working area for the duration of the
job and is designed to prevent a person from falling.
Control Level Three Work Positioning including
industrial rope access systems that enable a person
to be positioned and safely supported at a work
location for the duration of the task being
undertaken at height plus travel restraint that
prevents the user from approaching an unprotected
edge on a building or structure.

Control Level Four A fall-arrest system including
industrial fall arrest nets, catch platforms or
safety harnesses.
Control level Five Ladders need to be used
primarily as a means of access to or egress from a
work area. Ladders can be used when it is not
reasonably practicable to use a higher order
control measure.
Administrative controls Systems of work or work
procedures that help to reduce the exposure of
employees to fall hazards. It is essential to involve
contractors and other workers in the development of
administrative controls. Other administrative controls
may include permit systems, no go areas and safe
work procedures.
When considering what fall prevention system to
adopt, it’s important to not only consider the
hierarchy of control measures but also the future
costs associated with the system components. Ferno
Australia is able to advise and supply a carefully
selected range of Higher Order control products such
as guardrail systems, plant platforms, internal pull
down ladder systems and skylight covers.
Ferno Australia provides a complete Roof Safety &
Industrial applications fall prevention technical
service from initial consultation and design,
installation, training and certification. Ferno’s
experienced roof safety specialists work with you to
establish a strategy to implement the control
measures to meet Australian standards, Safe Work
Australia strategies and your budgetary costs.
For further information, visit: www.ferno.com.au or
phone 1800 804 647
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